VISION 2020 

Community Planning & Transportation

August 23, 2000 

Attendance:   Jeanne Radsick, Herman Ruddell, Chris Frank, Chester Moland, Howard Silver, Barbara Harris, Jack LaRochelle, Ted James, Ron Brummett, Chuck Lackey, Jack Hardisty, Craig Pope, Greg Gallion, Sheryl Barbich, Brandi DeLaGarza, John Fallgater, Peter Smith, Ken Carter, Roger McIntosh, and Andrea Lahocki

Absent:          Ray Bishop, Greg Bynum, Lois Chaney, Marvin Dean, Steve DeBranch, Dr. Dennis Guseman, Mike Maggard, Rod Palla, Jack Pandol,  Phillip Ryall, Brian Todd, and Jeff Williams. 

Call To Order

Corrections on last week’s minutes: Federal program is I.S.T.E.A.

Goal #7: Connected to major cities in California through a high-speed rail system.

Currently, the proposals for the light rail system are under review.  A consultant has been hired to review contracts for the LA to Bakersfield route, the Bakersfield to Sacramento route and then the route to the Bay Area.  Per this consultant, we need to look at locations for the Bakersfield station now. 

Proposed sites for the Bakersfield station includes the Downtown area, Airport and Allen Rd near Rosedale Hwy.   The Rosedale Hwy location is the recommended location due to cost. 

At this point, it has been determined that if the light rail system goes forward, it will be through the Valley and not the coast.  If the high-speed rail program goes through, we need to be ready for it.  LA would be 40 minutes away and we would become a bedroom community.  Need to plan for this.  

Strategy:  Consult with Kern Transportation Foundation.  They are creating a broad concern list, are preparing a list of proposed sites.  They will have this information to our task force, hopefully, next week.  

We need to obtain a consensus on the location for the station.  Note:  Rosedale Hwy (Allen Rd.) defeats the urban sprawl issue).  We also need to factor the connection with the Airport.  Should we be the location for an Airport that services the Valley?  If so, we might want to place the rail station at the Airport.  Additionally, if the Airport location is chosen, there may be additional funding through federal programs.0

Funding on light rail: Current proposal is for a ¼ cent sales tax statewide.  Once built, the system should pay for itself. 

Proposed completion: 2016-2020

Goal 8: An International gateway with a modern airport.

This goal has been tabled until next week. We will contact Ray Bishop to request he attend the meeting and provide information on current status/proposals for airport.

Goal 9: A community that maintains its small town characteristics while encouraging well-planned growth.

And

Goal 10: A community that is visually pleasing for the benefit of its residents and visitors.

Factors that are involved in the “small town” terminology:  

· Accessibility of public officials

· Community feel by keeping the community involved

· Friendly, caring people.

· Social activity centered on charitable activity. 

Strategies for Goal 9 & 10

1. Create an amalgamation of small different communities instead of one Bakersfield.  Similar to Brooklyn or Chelsea or Soho which are center areas with a small town fell.  Centers are important. (8)

- Work with Mount Elgon who is working on creating a Streetscape on Lakewood that

 will generate a sense of pride in the neighborhood.

2. Keep the community involved. (9)

3. Keep public officials accessible (5)

4. Maintain and encourage social events that center on charitable activities. (1)

5. Create a strong downtown center which supports and is identifiable with activities such as 1st Night, street fairs, police activity league events where they close the streets to traffic and Up on the Roof. (14)

6. Maintain ability to cut through the red tape to get ideas/events accomplished. (I.e., the ability to shut down the streets to traffic to host events, etc.) (1)

7. Provide free and easily accessible parking which would encourage people to visit the downtown area.  Use signs to advertise the free parking structures. (15)

-Need to clarify the free public parking from the private parking. Most people won’t use the garages because they don’t know where it is ok to park. 

-When parking at Centennial Garden, the public should be able to park in the parking structure adjacent to it.  Lately they have been blocking off access.

-Must note that mall parking is not free, it is just paid by the storeowner as opposed to the public.

-Need to make the signs for the free City parking easily recognizable and consistent.

-Consolidate the parking structures into one 4-5 story structure.  Provide above ground easements for easy pedestrian access.  Similar to Calgary, Des Moines or the Embarcadero Center in San Francisco. 

8. Operate a trolley from Chester to Baker St. The Baker Street area has a lot of potential for a small town area and we can create some distinction by using a trolley. (0)  

9. Parks should include more fountains and trees.  Water venues and fountains feel inviting. (10)

10. Encourage and go forward with the Riverwalk project.  The housing authority is currently building a residential structure north of Central Park that will tie in with the Riverwalk.  We need to have an identifiable center or gathering point in the downtown area. This idea is incorporated in the Riverwalk project and in the City Center project. We can develop the theme by designing the buildings and structures. (11)

11. It is the responsibility of the entire community to maintain the feeling of a small town community. (0) 

12. Create more pedestrian access – for example, you can’t access the park on Truxton from across the street.  (9)

13. Need to get tenants in downtown area and decrease the vacancy rate. (3)

14. Lights:  Expand the Chester design into other areas. It is very friendly and inviting. Also add benches, garbage cans, tables and chairs which would expand on the friendly feeling. (13) 

15. Create information kiosks (4)

16. Create sign criteria and/or design standards for signs. (8)  

-They may need to be lower, like Santa Barbara.  Or maybe we should standardize the location possibly by having a sign hanging from an awning over the door. 

17. Maintain/encourage cultural activities possibly by creating a performing arts theatre downtown. (12)

18. Scale is important.  Easy pedestrian accesses.  If you can walk to something you have a small town feel. (2)

19. Provide more outdoor activity. Need to create a central area downtown.  Can utilize the existing music departments for entertainment.(9) 

20. Enhance the Current Events sign on Hwy 99. (0)

21. Design some area, or web site, that lists all of Bakersfield’s activities. (1)

22. Utilize Color: Use it in design efforts. (0)

-Create design standards.

-We don’t want to become indistinguishable from any other town

23. Design/Create landscaped and green gateways, freeways and arterial roads.  Rohnert Park has created visibly pleasing gateways.  (14)

· Possible funding by passing a $10-15 per parcel tax/fee 

24. Encourage ordinance to limit the tree removal on new construction projects.(0)

25. Different colored parking lots.(0)

26. Need Community Public Relations – to educate and inform public.  A metro marketing department could work on this. (14)

Vote on prioritization of strategies for goals 9 & 10

1. Free and accessible parking downtown (15)

2. Create a strong downtown center (14)

3. Landscaped gateways, freeways and arterial roads. (14)

4. Community Public Relations department to educate and inform public (14) 

5. Expand the Chester street light design and incorporate benches, garbage cans and tables and chairs (13)

6. Performing arts center to encourage cultural activity (12)

7. Go forward with the Riverwalk project (11)

8. Incorporate more water venues, fountains and/or trees in parks (9)

9. Keep the community involved in activities (9)

10. Provide more outdoor activities and create an identifiable downtown area. (9)

**August 30, 2000 meeting will be held at the City Planning Department at 1715 Chester.  

**Meeting adjourned at 8:59 a.m.
