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Minutes

Youth & Family Vision Force
Tuesday, May 23, 2006

In attendance: Tammy Burns, Deanna Cloud, Leslie Golich, Bill Rector, and    

                         Tom Corson
IQ Project Team Project Update – The IQ Team is hoping to conduct a press conference just prior to the State of The City luncheon to formally announce the release of the First Quarter Update and possibly infusing the First Quarter Update into the State of the City luncheon, July 11th. 
Community Policing / Root Causes of Crime - Chief Rector discussed the recent mass protest which were really the first of its kind in Bakersfield. There was much discussion that this is a sign that we are a big city now.  The Chief also said his Department will begin community focus groups again and continue to promote the concept of Neighborhood Watch.  Tammy Burns asked if there was any study’s done to show the positive impact of Neighborhood Watch programs compared to neighborhoods that do not participate in things like Neighborhood Watch.  The Chief remembered one study and all thought it would be an interesting comparison and possibly have CSUB to help with looking at what research has been done on the topic.

Child Care – Tammy Burns updated the group on Prop 82.  It is not clear whether or not the Proposition will pass. Regardless there has been an increase in both awareness of pre-school and communication with those in the child development field.  On June 8th the Child care Council will hold a forum to present the facts of Prop 82 to help resolve some of the confusion that may exist.  Tammy also announced that Prop 49 would kick in due to the improvement in our State budget.  It will be approximately 50 million dollars to fund after school education and safety programs.  The money will be granted to schools that apply through the CDE and schools can also sub-contract the actual implementation activities out to community-based organizations.  The KCBOS has also invited the Tammy to participate with the Planning Commission in the development of our general plans which is evidence that there is a strong awareness that as we grow as a community, child care is an import ant component to planned growth.

Mental Health – Deanna Cloud said that the Kern Mental Health System is hiring 106 new employees to assist with the implementation of our community’s Prop-63 goals and objectives.  Programs for children such as M.I.S.T., which is a multi-agency team, will be starting next month to serve children and their families with the goal of keeping kids from falling through the cracks.  There will also be an emphasis of transition age youth to ensure a comprehensive continuum of care linking those youth that age out of the children’s services into the adult system of care.

Youth Leadership - Leslie Golich shared the 2006 Youth Leadership Class evaluations.  Tom commentated on how successful Leslie’s brainstorm in our strategic planning process of a youth leadership class has become with the Chambers support. The full report is attached to the minutes.  Some of the comments were: 

“It made a difference in my life a lot, just knowing how we are needed to keep things in line.” 

“I learned that Bakersfield is a wonderful place to live in and to have a business in.” 

“Bakersfield really does offer a lot to the state – I have learned to appreciate my city.”

“I realized how many great things we have right here in Bakersfield.” 

Next Meeting: August 22, 2006 @ 2:30 PM

(All meetings to be held at the KCNC Office)
